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SECURITY TO HUMAN LIFE.

Among the brief debates which sometimes spring
up near the close of a session in the Senate, the fol¬
lowing, on the Great Steamboat Hill, evinces calm
resolve and steadiness of purpose, in response to the
appeals 6f humanity. The collision of minds in de¬
bate, with the vote which followed it,'show that the
Senate, whilst respectful to the rights of the minority,
is also disposed carefully to protect, by the neces¬
sary legislation, the lives and limbs of the People
and the interests of property.

PROTECTION TO LIFE ON STEAMBOATS.
" In Senate, August 28, 1852.

Mr. DAVIS. I am instructed by tlie Committee on

Commerce to report back to the Senate u bill to amen<l
the act entitled " An act for the better preservation of the
lives of passengers on board vessels propelled in whole
or in part by steam and I am instructed by that com¬
mittee to recommend to the Senate to agree to the numer¬
ous amendments made by the House of Representatives.
Although the committee do not think that the bill has

* been'improved by these amendments, in many respects,
yet, at this late stage of the session, they think it best to
concur in them. I hope the bill will now be taken up,
and I will follow that action on the part of the Senate by
moving a vote of concurrence in all the amendments with¬
out reading them.

Mr. GW1N. I hope the Senate will adopt the sugges¬
tions of the Senator from Massachusetts. The amend¬
ments are very numerous, and their reading would cause
a great delay.

Tlie motion to take up the bill was agreed to.
Mr. DAVIS. I now move to concur in the amendments

made by the House of Representatives.
Mr. PR.\TT. There are somewhat more than one hun¬

dred and fifty amendments reported by the House of Re¬
presentatives to that bill, and we are now asked, as I un¬
derstand. for a vote of concurrence in them without even

hearing them read. I hold in my hand a representation
from the steamboat interests of the State of Maryland, in
direct opposition to this bill; and I believe that feeling
is shared by the same interest along the whole of the At¬
lantic seaboard. They state that if the bill should pass
it will break up the steamers they have now running; that
the bill is unnecessarily severe, so far as they are con¬
cerned ; and that it would be completely ruinous to their
interests. As I represent those interests on this door, I
cannot permit this motion to pass without making a

solemn protest against it. The Senator who has made it
asks this body, and asks me, to vote in favor of the adop¬
tion of these amendments, one hundred and fifty in num¬

ber, at least, in despite of the remonstrance presented to
me by the whole of the steamboat interests of my State,
without even knowing what the effect of one of those
amendments may be. I cannot do it, sir; and I shall ask
for the yeas and nays on the motion.
The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Maryland has it

in his power to cause the question to be taken on the
amendments separately.

Mr. tiWIN. I wish to make an appeal to the Senator
from Maryland.

Mr. PRATT. I am desirous that the bill should not
pass, and therefore there is no use in making the appeal,
because it will only be made to induce me to agree to
these amendments to facilitate the passage of the bill. I
cannot concur in such a step, for .the reason that I have
stated.that the whole of the steamboat interests are op¬
posed to the measure. In addition to what I have already
said, I beg now to mention to the Senate that I have in
my possession a resolution suggested by the steamboat
owners, which I will submit for consideration. Their ob¬
jection is not so much to the amendments as to the bill.
To that they object in toto. They do not object to the
amendments specifically. The object and the scope of
those amendments are unknown to them. Possibly they
are still more objectionable than the bijl itself.

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Why do they object to the
amendments if they do not understand them ,

Mr. PRATT. I will now offer, as a substitute for the
report of the committee, the resolution to which I have
alluded. Its effect is to convey an instruction to the
Committee on Commerce to sit during the recesfs, and in-
quire into this question thoroughly, so far as regards
steamboat navigation in other sections of the country than
the AY estern waters, and that the committee do report
Buch a bill at the next session of Congress as may afford
adequate protection to travellers, without destroying the
Bteamboat interests on the Atlantic sea-board.
The PRESIDENT. Isitofferedas a substitute for the bill?
Mr. PRATT. \ es, sir. Allow me to say that during

the last forty years not a single accident has occurred on
the Chesapeake bay which would render the passage of
such a bill as that at present under consideration necessa¬

ry. It is inexpedient, then, to pass this bill: but if it can
be made to apply solely to that section of country where
leglsl*tion ie iinparfcU^vlj demudt*], I uaTt no objection
to its passage, together with all the amendments, just as

"they came from the House of Representatives.
The PRESIDENT. The gentleman must confine him¬

self to the consideration of those amendments. The
subject-matter of the bill is not now before the Senate.

Mr. GWIN. I believe this bill to be very defective. I
believe, with the Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Pkatt,)
that it will cause serious injury to the steamboat interests
in his 8tate, and in mine also. I have been notified that
it will cause serious embarrassment to the steamboat
owners in ay State ; but, notwithstanding that, I think
we should have some security for life, such as this bill
proposes. As it does not go into operation before next
March, and as Congress will be in session some months
before that time, we can then amend it, if, on mature
consideration, amendment appears to be advisable. In
the mean time, I am most anxious that this bill should
pass, as it is evident that something of the kind is essen¬
tial; and I appeal to the Senator from Maryland (Mr.
1 ratt) not to persist in his opposition to the concurrence
in the amendments.
Mr DAVIS. I wish to say a few words in reply to

the Senator from Maryland. This bill has been a long
time under the consideration of the House of Representa¬
tives. It passed this body by a great majority, indicating
great unanimity; and it was so passed because it was
understood that there were other interests than those of the
eteamboat owners concerned. It was very well known what
feelings many of those persons entertained on this subject;
that they much preferred the law of discretion to any en¬
actment that Congress could make: that they were desi¬
rous of having this subject entirely under their own con¬

trol, to go on in what manner they pleased, with a reck¬
less disregard for human life, rather than have any legis¬
lation whatever. The bill, after much consideration,
went to the House of Representatives many weeks ago,
and it has been pursued thither by some of the steamboat
gentlemen, who, to my certain knowledge, have been
treated with the utmost consideration, and the greatest
respect paid uf their wishes, so far as they were reason¬
able. The consequence is, that the character and tone
of the bill have Keen so mnch lowered by amendments
adopted by the House of Representatives that it has lost
much of its efficiency, and I fear it will not answer the
purpose for which it was designed. It is not sufficiently
stringent, as it has been returned to us, for the protec¬
tion of life and property. The foundations of the bill
have not been disturbed, it is true, but the terms have
been altered, and the tone at»ated to such a degree as
very much to impair, in my judgment, its useful eharae-
ter. That change ha.« been made as a concession to those
interests which the Senator from Maryland (Mr. Prvtt,
represents \ et, after all these concessions have been
made, and they are numerous, these reraon«tranta are no
more disposed to accept the bill now than they were at
first. The more considerate are willing to accept it; but
there are some.1 hope not many.utterly opposed to it!
in every shape, and appear to desire no law but the law
of discretion, which Is the right to expose life to immi¬
nent peril, and often to destruction. If the Senate is
willing to permit such a state of thing* to exist, be it so.

My own opinion is that we had better adopt the bill as it
came from the House of Representatives; and as it does
not take effect until next March, we can amend it during
the^approaching session of Congress, if It should appear
to be too stringent in regard to the property of steamboat
owners.

In this connexion I will say, in justice to the commit¬
tees of the Senate and of the House of Representatives,
that at every step, and tinder all circumstances, they paid
the most scrupulous regard to the right* of property.
This point was never lost sight of for a moment, and
»ome of the provisions complained of were adopted to re¬

lieve property from burdens as far as possible. The
various forms in which boats and machinery are con¬

structed make a large discretion in the inspectors neces¬

sary to meet each case, and to prevent a sacrifice of pro¬
perty by the exercise of a sound discretion conforming to
the circumstances which exist Most of the owuers of
steam tonnnge have behaved with a becoming liberality,
while some have l>een governed by views peculiar to
themselves Forgetting that a law cannot be made for
individuals, but must be general, they require an impos-
aibility, by urging upon Coi.gres- to "make a law for the
reckless, while it must not extend t<. the prudent. In my
opinion the prudent have nothing; to fear from this act.

They are timid without cause, and not sufficiently mind¬
ful of the terrible disasters which frequently occur It ii
bat a few days since seventy persons perished by drown¬
ing, while the bow of the boat Henry Hay rested upon
the shore. Such were the disastrous consequences for
the want of suitable means to extingush fire 1 Such pain¬
ful occurrences have been so frequent as to fill the public
mind with deep sensibility, and there is almost a universal
demand for greater security. None but boat owneri

oppose such a step, and a very large majority of this
class are believed to b« heartily in favor of legislation.
Now is the time, now the favorable moment. Many have
come her$ to help a law along, and we should out send
them away disheartened.

Mr. PRATT. Allow me to make a suggestion for the
purpose of saving time. I understand that the bill is to

go into operation in the month of March. It has been
acted on by the House of Representatives; and suppose
that it be now laid upon the table, under the rules, when
wc meet again in December, three months before it takes
effect, we can take it up, and we shall then have sufficient
time to consider and act upon the amendments of the
House of Representatives. I ask the Senator from Mas¬
sachusetts whether he does not think that the public
interest will be better promoted by taking this course
than by hurrying on the action of the Senate now? We
are at present pressed for time, and it is impossible that
we can give aU.th* amendments due consideration; the
adoption of them, without readiug even, is a course that
I am strongly opposed to. Since we are informed that
the bill will bate the effect of destroying the steamboat
interest in Californiaas well as in Maryland, I think that
the suggestion is entitled to some consideration from the
Senator from Massachusetts. 1 feel indebted to the Sana-
tor for his kindness in permitting me to interrupt him
while making the suggestion.
Mr. DA\ IS. The proposition made by the gentleman

has been considered ; but it is supposed by some of the
riends of this bill that it still contains much of good, and
they are of opinion that this is the time for action. Those
gentlemen who came here from the West, and whose ad¬
vice and assistance in framing the bill have been of much
value, might not be able to return at the next session. If
it should be permitted to die for the present session, it
will then be placed in a hopeless condition, and it will be
almost impossible to revive it. This is no doubt what
some desire, but w e are anxious to obtain the good which
the bill contains, and to secure the means it affordi of
giving some security to life and property. If it should
appear that amendments are desirable, it will be as easy
to obtain them hereafter as to take up the postponed bill
at a future session.

Mr. HAI^E. I have not as yet said any thing respect¬
ing this bill, but I understand that it is a very important
one. I have the declarations of its friends for that opin¬
ion. 1 he Senator from Texas, (Mr. IUsk,) I believe,
stated that it was of as much importance as any of the
appropriation bills. Well, there are one hundred and
fifty amendments to it reported to us by the House of
Kepresentatives, and we have no time to read, much less
to consider them. Under these circumstances, 1 think
there is much force in the suggestion of the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. Pratt.) To test the sense of the Senate
therefore, I move a postponement till the second Tuesday
in December, and that it be made the special order for
tlmt day.

r

ii {®^®^ENT. The motion of the Senator from New
iiampshire is not strictly in order.

j
Mr- HALE- Then I move to lay it on the table, and

I ask for the yeas and nays.
Mr. RUSK I hope that the Senator from New Hamp¬

shire wdl withdraw his motion to lay the bill on the table.
». .

80 if you will renew it.
Mr. RISK. I will do so.
Mr. BADGER. I ask the Senator from Texas to allow

me to call attention to the rule upon this subject It is
very questionable whether this bill could be taken up at
the next session of Congress under the joint rule The
rule is this:

''After six days from the commencement of a second or

subsequent session of Congress, all bills, resolution*, or re¬

ports, which originated in either house, and at the close of the
DifXn rreCe g s,esi"on remained undetermined in either home,
shall be resumed and acted on in the same manner as if an

adjournment had not taken pftce."
Now, I think it is very questionable whether the rule

can be so construed as to permit the bill to be brought up
at the next session. Recollect that it is a rule relaxing
the original parliamentary rule, and embraces no cases
except those which are expressly included in it. I doubt
V17,.muCt! whe,her *ould embrace the case of a bill
which had passed the Senate and House of Representa-
ives, and which remained on the table, not on a question
passage, Lut solely on a question of concurring in

unendments. I mention this because I think it is verv
loubtful whether, under the rule, the bill could be taken
up at the next session.
Mr. RUSK I desire to say a very few words on this

question, and shall commence by thanking, in the name
humanity, the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis

ror the immense labor he has bestowed upon the prepara¬
tion of this bill. It will form a page inhis hist^thathis children may look upon with pride when he is gone

This is the only country in the world which has not
passed stringent laws to regulate the manner in whicl that

?hi!r^:lge,?t~Steam--is t0 be employed by individuals;
this is the only country in the world where human life
would be recklessly and wantonly sacrificed to the cupi-
iity of steamboat proprietors, as we have seen repeatedly
during the last ten or fifteen years. Some step Us ren¬
dered absolutely necessary, and the Senator from Massa-

that Hn T^ ul^e nKvh.1 courbe in the introduction of

iv .J ,
8ubJect haa carefully investi¬

gated hjr that , v,e h»o obtained luforniHUou on
every side ; his room has been open to persons represent¬
ing all classes and interests ; and, with a patience that
Old him honor, he has listened to all who desired to make
any representations to him. He has read such memorials
and documents bearing on the subject as I believe no
other Senator, pressed with business as we all are, could
be induced to read. The whole measure has been care¬
fully digested and matured by him ; and now. at this late
stage of the session, this bill.which, from my own

knowledge of the subject, and irom the information of
those who are much better acquainted with it than I can

profess to be, is infinitely superior to the former law upon
that subject.is to be set aside for the purpose of grati¬
fying the steamboat owners. Some of them. I have no

doubt, oppose it, might and main, simply because they do
not understand its provisions. They imagine that they
will be required to change all the machinery in their boats
at once, and consequently that the cost of the machinery
now in use will be thrown away. This is a mistake The
machinery now in use will be retained, if it is of such a
character as to bear the test of inspection ; that which
will not do so should, of course, be rejected. And all the
machinery to be made for future use must be submitted
to inspection.
Some of the observations made to me by these steam¬

boat proprietors are not at all creditable to them or to
human nature. They have avowed their determination to

J. the blU- have raised such paltry objections as
cost of some four or five buekets which they will be

ompel.ed to supply, »t something like a quarter of a dol¬
lar each, and the cost of a few axes, amounting in the
whole perhap. to not quite forty dollars.

Xf'' on I- thC half of that

i.2UiJ frien,i from Massachusetts
W. je WlU vnot cost ra,>re than half what 1

rhILT°PP°8iti0I> to the bill has been
characterized br such a degree of pertinacity as I have
never witnessed in outside pressure before, and I have

TbLe,r °bj*ct aPP*ar* to *>« the de¬
feat of all legislation on the subject, and the power of ex.
erasing their own uncontrolled discretion
The question for the Senate to consider is, whether they

will act in such a manner as to protect steamboat interests
alone; or whether they will throw some safeguards round
human life, and prevent a repetition of those lamentable
catastrophes which have occurred so frequently of late
The penis accompanying steamboat navigation under the
present system, are so great, and the chances of encoun.
term* an instant and horrible death are so numerous, that
.or my part I would rather encounter almost any risk
than that with which I am threatened on the journey of
some three or four thousand miles from this place to my
home. However, my individual fate is a mutter of no

great consequence to the public; I must gi at some time
or other, and possibly I might as well go now. by the ex¬

plosion of a steamboat boiler, as by any other means at a
future day; but, sir, I wiil candidly avow that I would
rather t*ke part in an Indian fight, ay, or enter on a long
Indian campaign, than venture on undertaking this
voyage of three thousand or four thousand miles as I
mu,t< to my wife and children once again.

tlr. HUNTER, I do not understand the bill, and will
net therefore undertake to speak on it: but remonstrances

'Vi*. to me by persons who represent that it
will be ruinous to their interests, and especially in Its
operation on the Atlantic seaboard. For that reason I
ave been i»sirous that it should be postpone I until next

session, not only in order that I may have an opportunity
o examining it and of ascertaining whether it is praetica-
bl«i to pas* such a measure for the security of human life,
'v.! '"'"ng.ng on private rights, but that it may be

of ,hf »PPropriation bills.
*

winfin »k
tbe ri#i< considered

for hum h i? i f
Re"timent< of philanthropy and concern

"5;.^ *;h1,C\haTe h"n "" el-quently and so fer-
vently expressed by the Senator from Texas, (Mr. Risk,)
am nroTJ i ?

can,lor becoming a Senator, say that 1
.mr,of ,hp d*Ui'* of th* no. under

m'e'nts mVlo'V."" / 'propose to discuss all the amend-

mlke iSfLS I ,
H°""e 1 wiUto

of hum2n k*". .
no,ion8 of th« *"*t princi-

C7JLedThi 7 U'e riKb,s of cititen, as it
is designed to be protective of human life.

ftp.
u thp Pric" of liberty." We

.1! is our undoubted duty to conri-
der-what is necessary to be done for the better protec¬
tion of human .ife on "teamboats. But it is likewise o>ir

duty to consider what is due to k .^
«

",e 10 steamboat propertv and
steamboat owners as well as what is due to the pro^c-
tion of steamboat traveilers. They are all our fellow-
citizen,, equally entitled to our consideration. But, sir
there . a principle, in my judgment, mvolved in this bil
far beyond, in importance, either of those questions ; ll
is this . how far the Federal Government, through the in-
.trumentahty of the two houses of Congress, shall b*

permitted to interfere with the rightf of personal proper
ty, or the private business of any oitii.su 1 think, sir,
that, under the influence of recent calamities, too muoh
sensibility is displayed on this subject; aud I »ia afraid,
air, that too many and too stroug efforts will be mude for¬
cibly to constrain individual liberty, and to control pri¬
vate business. Mr. l'resident, extremes are near each
other.a good prinoiple may go so far as to react upon
itself, to the injury of society.the temperance excite-
meut, for instance. What man, what christian mad, will
not raise his voice in favor of the great cause of temper¬
ance ? But, sir, is it not likely to overleap itself? Cau
we shut our eyes to the dangers with which even that
beneficent cause threatens the Republic ? The pledge
required in favor of temperance, while it is in some
measure a constraint on the liberty of individual free
action, is a voluntary principle, confined to the indi¬
vidual, aud operating only on present time. But, sir,
when they come to improve morals by coercion.to inter¬
fere with the acknowledged rights of freemen.that is a
more serious matter ; thut is a principle which, though at,
the moment beneficial in its effects, may be prejudicial to
human liberty in all time to come. Would you enclave
maukind. would you interfere with rights essential to
human liberty and human dignity ? Would you, to save

any number of men from intemperance, reverse the de¬
crees of God, which require that the principles, the heart
of man, should be altered, and substitute human enact¬
ments for that irreversible law, upou which alone any
permanent reform may be expected ? 8ir, great caution
should be exercised in the application of the humane prin¬
ciples upon which this bill is based.
When you are about adopting measures to save human

life from destruction on board of steamboats, I would
have you consider the value of a man's life, compared
with his happiness and his liberty, with the freedom and
happiness of our race. Life is transient and evanescent,
but liberty and equal rights I hope will endure as long as
truth shall endure.

Sir, we ought indeed to be the guardians of liberty;
but it seems that we are to be not only the guardians of
liberty, but to take under our charge all the men and
women who choose to go on board a steamboat or not, as

they see fit.ay, sir, and on board a boat which is known
to be in the constant practice of racing. If a man will
go on a steamboat that is not fit to carry him, because he
can go for a quarter of a dollar less than by some other,
conveyance, are we to destroy or in any way interfere
with the proper right* of other citizens in order to serve
him ? It must not be forgotten that travellers themselves
are not altogether free from just reproach and responsi¬
bility in this matter.they are the principal cause of these
repeated losses of life. They must, they will, go in the
fastest boat; yes, sir, they will rush to that boat which
carries them speediest and cheapest. It is to their pock¬
ets they look when they select a boat, and to the Govern¬
ment to protect their lives when on board. They will go
in any kind of boat, aid with any kind of a captain, to
go a little cheaper, and then, when accidents do happen,
as they will in all human affairs, they burn with desire to
hang the captain and owners, entirely overlooking their
own responsibility in the matter, and that they have been
the principal cause fif the mischief by encouraging the
construction of lights cheap boats.
Mr. President, I lope I entertain as strong and sincere

feelings of respect tor the lives of my fellow-men as any
other gentleman upon this tioor, but I hold it to be my
imperative duty net to permit my feelings of humanity or
kindness to interfere with that protection which I am
bound, as a SenaUr of the United States, to throw around
the liberty of the citizen, the investment uf his property,
or the managemeit of his own business.

Sir, I raise my voice here on this occasion to say to
Senators that in this chamber they have, in my judg¬
ment, done enough in past time to shake the principles
of democratic freedom; and that they had best take heed
lest they go so far that they never can regain what has
been inconsiderately lost. Look, for example, at your]
census laws. Y#u have authorized federal officers to go
into the houses of your citizens and inquire into their
number and condition, and when, and where, and how,
they were born.

Again, sir: some of the States have laws authorizing
their public officers to go into the houses of citizens anil
demand how much property they own aud where it is;
how much they owe and how much is owing to them ; and
other things equally offensive to the feelings of an inde¬
pendent freeman as it is injurious to his business. And
now, sir, you want to control him in the investment and
management of his property 1 Let me ask what will be
left of human liberty if we progress en this course much
further? What will be, by and by, the difference between
citizens of this far-famed Republic and the serfs of Rus¬
sia? Can a man's property be" said to be his own when
you take it out of bis own control and put it into the hands
of another, though he may be a federal officer? Can a

man's property be caHed his own if your officer.who will
certainly be a politician, and may be an irresponsible
man.has the power to determine whether that property
is invested according to his idea of law; and, if he sees
fit, condemn it? The steamboat property in this country
is owned by a numerous and respectable class of men, and
perhaps as kindhearted and humane as any of us.men,
too. whose interests as well as whose feeliucs constrain
them to look to the safety of our vessels, and to exercise
a constant watchfulness, not only over their own interests,
but also over the interests and lives of others entrusted to
their care.

Sir, this bill will not attain the object intended. Let
every one build his boat in his own way, but subject him
to all the high responsibilities of a public servant and
common carrier. If you take this kind of property out of
the charge of those most interested in it, and put it in
charge of men who have no sort of interest in it, except
what they may derive from a per diem inspection, you
will relieve from all responsibility very responsible par¬
ties, and do an inconceivable wrong to individuals and to
society. Will that be right? Is it judicious? Then,,
again, you would apply the principles of this bill.intend-1
el, no doubt, for good, (and which, if extended only to
those steamboats which run on Western waters, about\
which I know nothing, might be valuable).to boats on
rivers where they can almost touch the shore on both
sides, and whose greatest difficulty is to keep from run¬

ning ashore; and this is to be done in such a way as is
likely to destroy the entire interests in such boats.

But 1 will not press the subject any further. I have
thrown out these suggestions as the ground of my hope
that the further consideration ot this bill may be postpon-.
ed. The law is not intended to go into operation before
March next: nnd I think that in the mean time this bill
may be so guarded as not to infringe on the liberties of
others, while it may afford all possible guards for the
safety of human life.

Mr. DOWNS. I am sorry to occupy a moment of the
precious time of the Senate ; but I cannot remain silent
when Huch strenuous opposition is made to the passage of
this bill, and when the pecuniary interests of a few steam¬
boat owners are placed in favorable contrast with our
duty to protect the lives of the public. I confess that I
have heard many things since I first had a seat in this
body which have surprised me: but the argument against
the bill just delivered by the Senator from New JerseyMr. Stocktoji) Is the most extraordinary I ever listened
to. I had thought that the jurisdiction of the United
States extended over the harbors, bays, and rivers of this
country ; and if there was one power of Congress which
was more unquestioned than another, it was the authority
to punish the crime of murder in those waters. This bill
is to punish murder, and nothing else.

Mr. STOCKTON. I did not intend to deny the authorityof Congreos. I only intended to warn the Senate against1its abuse.
Mr ©OWNS. I consider that the only question in¬

volved in the bill is this: Whether we shall permit a
legalised, unquestioned, unchecked, and peculiar class in
the community to go on committing murder at will, or
whether we shall make such enactments as will compel
thern to pay some attention to the value of life ? I have
no hostility, or prejudices, or resentments against those
persons who hold property in steamboats. On the con
trary, I know that there are many honorable men among
them. I know that, as a class, they may all be looked
on as honorable and fair men ; but I know something of
their characteristics and peculiarities. Like the Senator j
from Texas, (Mr Ri «k,) I have had to travel much with
them, and know that like all men who are constantly exposed
to danger.like the warrior, the soldier. accu«tomed to
risk life at every moment.they have become indifferent
and care'.ess to the perils with which they are constantly
surrounded, and expose their own lives* and the lives of
others, who avail themselves of their means ef travelling,
recklessly and needlessly, to instant destruction. That
feeling of careless hardihoo 1 I know exist* among them :

and, 1 ask, is it not time that Congress «houl<l interpose,
when we hear repeatedly of the fatal consequences it en¬
tails; when we know that in two cases three hundred
persons have, as one of its results, been literally murdered
within the last month upon the Henry Clay and the At¬
lantic, and when we are informed that no less than seven
hundred lives have been lost by steamboat accidents with¬
in the last six months?

Mr. DAVIS. Allow me to mention a fact. Seventy
persons per.shed on board the Henry Clay, when the bow
of the boat was on shore, solely from the want of proper
means to assist their escape.

Mr. DOWNS I know it well. sir. Vet gentlemen here
tell us that we should not interfere with private interests.
I know we must treat this subject cautiously, but I tell
these gentlemen that, if ever there was a subject that re¬
quired the prompt and speedy action of Congress, it is
that we have now under consideration. Nor is this the
first time that the question has forced itself on the atten¬
tion of a legislative body. Some years ago a law was

passed in the State of Louisiana for a similar object, and
I had some experience of the manner in whioh it was ad¬
ministered. I held the office of district attorney in a

part of the State where theae *Octdents frequently occur¬
red, and felt it to be my duty to institute a most rigid

inquiry as to the cauws of the numerous accidents with
! !° p.r*Tenti®n = j** 8uet> *«* the of th<
aw itmt not . ample conviction could be obtained and 1
became convinced that individual Sutes have not a
cient y extensive juriudictiou to enable them to enacl

I 2? lTr WU1 * 1159 u"erly out of ieii
fw^or »K Tk,n" b,0at wil1 aouietilu«- pass through
two or three States in the course of u single dav The

whether S" Cou«r*88'and we are to decide
nether this wholesale, systematized process of murder

stou £ 7thl0ut "otioe a*j without any attempt to

rip,?/!' seven hunJreoi Persons have been hur-
, h

tt ,1>re®atur« death in the course of a single year*
flir^Wv!' v tlagre! with the 8entttor Massachusetts,
ihinir \v^'k the time is come for us to do some-

have had en k D®ed^ 80m* inc0Btive *» action ; we
have had enough recently to stimulate us, and we are

while'our^rTini° d° iaud we should proceed at once,
wiiiie our minds are made up.

beJomeni»LP°8edit0, auDy P°8tPonem«nt. If the bill does
eoome law, und if that law is to take effect in March it

once iiU5Xnre'8ahT ll!at We 8h°uld pa8s uP°n U'ftt
t ike'those T"u .

ProPrietor8 of steamboats to
ike those steps which it requires. I think now is the

Mr STni'°KTAv W», 8houllJ Pass this bill at once.
Mr. SlOCKTOIs. Mr. President, I wish it to be dis-

r«?°°dthat.1 .have.not undertaken to deny
snnm ft t r onffr.®8s *° interfere, or the necessity of

What h»^renC,e- m.Iregftr'1 t0 the Bafety °f steamboats.
¦ l

,8' th*tit is necessary to amend and to

encroachrnenf"11 *X n°W b®f°re US fro,n «U unnecessary
Mrltmiis°n tSehb«rtLy or business of the citizen.
m S2SSSL ®uard their liTes ""t.

left the'IS j .

The bU1 has been "tared since it
ft the .senate, and is now hurried along under the intlu-

eUMr°^H^'"rnane and honorable but excited feelings.
Mr' HWimiM rlat al1 under excitement,

it
*

H«» ,

* rbe course of gentlemen here proves
?°C . nen made by it8 fri®"ds to recent ac-

on honr'l fi t0 t,ie loss of Iif" which occurred

With !lir l t
m ju^ificationof this measure.

IicMatI n i f melancholy event, I must say that I

tin, I n knT any tbinK ab°u* steamboat naviga¬
tion will agree with me that not a single life ought to
have been lost on that occasion. They had not courageenough to take care of themselves. At all events my

nT?'°D 18.tbat t0 a want self-possession the great loss
of life which occurred at that time is mainly to be attri¬
buted. The boat went on shore within six or seven feet
o the railroad, as we have been iuformed; and all -that
seems to have been needful for the safety of the passen¬
gers was self-command enough to get on shore from the
bow thus keeping clear of the flames; but, instead of
which they unaccountably and wildly rushed to the stern
into the tlames or the water. Is there any thing in this

to prevent such a panic, such a scene ?
if Senators will allow the consideration of this question

to be postponed until next session, it need not delay the
practical operation of this measure in any respect, as no
one proposes that it shall go into force until next March.
., 8. ..sonabl° Jela>'wil1 afford an opportunity to amend
the bill in some way that may be advantageous and satis¬
factory to all. I confess, my own willingness to make
some of its provisions more stringent than they now are.
Ihe fact is that gentlemen do not thoroughly understand
the subject, and, as it is altogether a practical subject, I
may be excused for saying so. It is a matter that re-
quires great practical knowledge and experience, and
should be well considered. The mere fact of a steam¬
boat having been recently destroyed by fire is not a good
reason why this bill, incomplete and ill-advised as 1 think

£#£ A?0Un bC PfSe<L The Senator fr°*» Massachu¬
setts (Mr. Davis) knows as well as I do that the chief
cause of steamboat accidents is the use of bad and de¬
fective boilers. It is all very well to make provision
as to the manner in which steamboats should be con¬
structed and navigated, but there is something else to
>e looked to; and that is the manner in which the
boilers are constructed, and the quality of the iron of
which they are made. Where one accident arises from
turning up of a boat, there are a dozen from bursting
boilers. Whenever a boiler bursts, and deaths occur in
consequence, the public are always excessively indignant
against the owner of the boat, when, in truth, not the
owner but the ironmaster and the boiler-maker are, if
any body, responsible.
The person who purchases the iron may easily be de¬

ceived. An instance of the kind happened only the other
day on the trie railroad. The iron of which one of the
wheels of an engine was constructed was so bad in qua¬
lity that it broke, and several cars were hurled down an
embankment thirty or forty feet high. I hope Senators
will consent to the postponement of this bill. I do not
desire its rejection. I merely require such a delay as to
enable us to modify it, and make it a reasonable bill. I
am willing that it should be stringent in its provisions;
but, at the same time, I desire that it may be intelligi¬
ble, and that it may not interfere, more than is indispen¬
sable for the preservation of human life, with the right*
of private property. This bill does not go into effect un¬
til next March. A\hy will not gentlemen allow us till the
next session to perfect the bill ? If this request is ac¬
corded, 1 will then use my hest exertions to aid in ma¬
turing such a bill a.a will not only satisfy the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. Davis,) but also the Senator from

/vrXaSiv ^ \ Rubk») anJ "»* Senator from Louisiana,
(Mr. Dowxs.)

'

For these considerations, I now move that the bill be
laid on the table.
The question being then taken by yeas and nays upon

the motion to lay the bill on the table, it was not agreed
to, as follows :

^

YEAS.Mew? Bayard, Butler, Clemen?, Hale, Hunter
James, Pratt, and Stockton.8.

*

NAYS.Mem?. Adam?, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland,
Bradbury, Bright, Brooke, Cass, Charlton, Chase, Clarke,
Cooper, Davis, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodee of Iowa
Douglas, Down? Felcb, Fish, Geyer, Hamlin, Houston,
Jones of Iowa, Manguin. Mason, Meriwether, Miller, Moi ton,
N orris, Busk, Shields, Smith, Soule, Spruance, Sumner,
Toucey, I nderwood, Ipham, Wade, Walker, and Weller.4.J.
The PRESIDENT. The question now is on concurring

m the amendments of the House of Representatives.
The question was then taken separately on the first four

amendments, reported from the House of Representatives
and they were agreed to.

Mr. BA\ARD. I would remark that it is very useless
to pursue this course. The amendments as read l»y the
secretary at the desk do not convey to the mind of a

single Senator what effect the mere insertion or striking
out of a word or words may have upon the genera! pro¬
visions of the bill. If the amendments are to be read, the
Senate should be made aware of their import by reading
the clauses as amended. But I think it is far better to
take the question upon them all at once.

Mr. ATCHISON. I have one word to say. This is the
same course that we pursued with the river and harbor
tall; the same course that was pursued with the civil
and diplomatic appropriation bill; and I will undertake
to say that not half a dozen gentlemen beyond those who
reported the bills knew the effect of a single amendment.

e knew something about the general provisions, but
no'lung about the details of those bills. What could I
who have never been on the lakes, know about the appro¬
priations for the harbors situated there ? I never saw the
.¦^timates and surveys upon which those appropriations
were recommended, but was obliged to confide in those
gentlemen who took the subject in hand. We have
to take these things on trust, and I am prepared to swal¬
low this steamboat bill on trust, just as we have done
many others.

Mr. BA^ ARD. If the Senate choose to pass this bill
without scrutinixing the amendments of the House at all,
et it be so. I do not object so much to that. But it is
a mere absurdity.the words »insert " and «« strike out,"
together with "the amendment of.the House of Repre¬
sentatives." The recurrence of the formula is ridiculous,
and conveys no information to th« mind of a singlo Se¬
nator. I have no objection to concurring in the amend¬
ments of the House as a whole, if that is the wish of the
Serftte.
The question was taken on the concurrence by the Se¬

nate in the amendments made to the bill by the House of
Kepresentativts, and they were agreed to.

Tur Ri*m aih» Anti-Rum War, in Massachusetts, is as
nerce as ever. The Boston papers have daily records of
collisions in consequence of enforcing the Anti-Liquor

and of. outrages committed upon the persons and
property of its advocates. The witnesses in any suit are
subjected to assaults and indignities from mobs ; but they
generally make the perpetrators suffer by bringing them
before a magistrate. This violence does not deter the
practice of giving information of violations of the liquor
'»w; it rather increases the zeal of the friends of that
easure;. and one individual publicly advertises in the

lewspapers that he is ready to be a .« spy" and " inform-
,lnnrl>rfT80" who wil1 furnish him with legal evi-

Draner nn l \f0T1 ?f ,he ,aW' Th" °f Mr. Edwin

were t ti? Mr. Lewis Thayer, advocates of the law,
the.o j; ,

T',lled at Worcester on Saturday night, and

blow f^l inJ^uired for- Each received a severe

to answer ^,!' ,1"" ,* *tone' on £°'nK '"to their parlors
in both instances

aUth0rS °f th® outra8e8 escaping

Rtfh"* the n*«TO wh0M wife was hung at

,n .I! i "7 Kri,iay for the murder of Mrs. Win-

Tuesdav f u'V'"1! ,r'^ for tbe *Rni® offence on

thu ?' faulty, and sentenced to be executed on

iolrt, "!. Anp*cited crowd was present in the

.Jr. ^iiulf !' aPP'a°d®d the verdict. Mr. Win-

II . cn, " *tand and gave in his evidence.
He has nearly recovered from his wounds.

R T.V ' ^rnii < otton Factory, about sixteen miles from
°P th* """Powder Falls, was sold at anction

rurlh^e? " Mr aiotbm".

i THE INDIANS IN TEXAS.

A late number 0/ the San Antonio Ledger has a

; letter from Mr. Jcitb.v Stem, the Indian agent,
; which states that the lav® report of Cawanche de¬

predations at Fort Graham x' entirely without foun¬
dation. On the contrary, he the several tribes
of Indians on the line of that frontier are quite pa¬
cific, and have been so for a long time.
The Houston Telegraph states the Indians

on the Brasos and Trinity are all friendly. The
Ttuikewaa are residing near Fort Belknap, and are
in^buch a state of destitution that they are rather
objei'ts of commisseration than of terror. The \Va-
coes, under Josf Maria, have removed below the
old village, and are raising oorn a short distance
from T(.trey's trading-house. The Keachies and
their kindred tribes are still residing at the old vil¬
lage, high v ip on the Brasos. The Lipans have re¬
moved to th. 0 Colorado.

THE MAGYAR.

Kossutu ! Wha.t of Kossuth? It is so long since we
have heard his nam e meutioued that we were afraid to
look in the London I 'ills of mortality, lest we should dis¬
cover him " down an.'ong the dead men." The newspa¬
pers there never givei'S an inkling even of his illustrious
whereabout#, and those veracious chroniclers, " our own

correspondent*" of the American press, have never a syl¬
lable even to throw u* ay upon him. Where is he ?
What is he doing? How o omes on that pressing business
he was in such a great hurt.7 to get to England to attend
to ? All these are inquiries that have been so frequently
put here, more out of curiosil Y than anxiety, that it gives
us great pleasure to relieve the solicitude of those seeking
for information.
We learn, then, from a passei^ger by the Europa, that

the great Magyar is living in a pr. ivate boarding house in
a back street in London, withon t in the least degree
troubling himself about Continenta I politics, the inter,
ventiou question, nor the solidarity c f the peoples. The
French, Italian, and Hungarian exi>s with which the
British metropolis swarms, it is saiJ. are less in the
habit of looking to him for counsel and advice now than
to Mazzini. Kossuth, they argue, with g reat plausibility,
has so opened the eyes of absolutism oi< the continent
that it is morally and physically impoi 8ible that any
scheme for the revival of revolution can .succeed under
his management. His speeches and harangues in the
United States, they say, have only had the eiTect to shoV
Kings and Princes their weak places, and to' put them
upon their guard against popular innovations, as pointed
out and enforced by Kossuth. As a leader, therefore, his
presuf/e, his influence, his name is gone.

Tne London police, nevertheless, ^re instructed to keep
a sharp eye on the movements of " the Magyar." Rut,
so far, they have had no occasion to interfere with him:
taking it for granted that he is no longer in the confi¬
dence of the exiles in England, as we have stated. It is
believed he has means enough at his command to enable
him and his family to spend the rest of their days in
peace and comfort, private residents of London.

New York Exprea.
FROM THE BALTIMORE SUN.

Haynau Defending Himself..Gen. Haynau is in Paris,
where he has met so many rebuffs that at a dinner party
one day, when a French officer complimented his military
skill, he made a speech in reply, saying in the course
of it.
" I had intended to leave to history the task of doing

me justice, but I am thankful to you, sir, for giving me
this opportunity of contradicting an infamous calumny.
It is quite true that a female was flogged. The Countess

, on the abdication of the predecessor of my Em¬
peror, in order to express her joy, had a figure represent¬
ing him dressed up, and with her entire household went
through the farce of interment, with the mosc outrageous
insults to that illustrious personage.

" The captain chef d'escadron, who was in the place,
hearing of th# affair, arrested the countess and ordered
her to be flogged. This is true; but I declare, on the
honor of a soldier, which I hold sacred, that when this
occurred I wa» at a distance of sixty league« from the place,
and when I heard of it I expressed disapprobation of the
conduct of that officer, and placed him under arrest."

After some further explanations, Gen. Haynau observ¬
ed that he had been spoken of as a severe and harsh man.
He would admit, he said, that he had shown severity, but
it was in the conscientious performance of his duty" He
was at the head of brave troops, ardently devoted to their
so\ereign, and it became him to act with energy as the
best means of bringing to a close a war in which they,
had so many difficulties to contend with. " I regard
* j*' j® at^e<*' ",a8 the greatest scourge that can be
inflicted on humanity, and consider that a severity which
la ukcljr to hasten the triumph of one of the contending
parties is the best sort of humanity that can be practised."
He then alluded to the charge that had been brought

against him of having, in cold blood, ordered at one time
the execution of eighteen persons. These persons, he
said, were condemned by the military tribunals, after a

patient examination into the charges against them. He
had nothing to do with their condemnation. He had the
power, indeed, of preventing the execution, but the cir¬
cumstances were not such as to make clemency consist¬
entwith duty. An example was necessary, and he allow¬
ed justice to take its course.

ERUPTION OF MOUNT jSTNA.

We learn from our correspondent at Malta that on the
night of the 20th of Augue Mount JEtna became sud¬
denly convulsed, and a magnificent eruption took place,
which has not been surpassed by any within the past
forty years.

r

An English party from Malta, visiting Catania for the
fata, and afterwards the mountain, happened to be as¬

cending it at the time, and, contrary to the advice of the
guides, persisted in their journey, notwithstanding the
premonitory signs of the approaching event.
The party consisted ofCapt. Hallett, R. N., Mrs. Hal-

let, the Misses Sankey. the Hon. Lieut. Finch, of the 68th
Light Infantry, and Lieut. Ravenhill, of the Roval Engi¬
neers, accompanied by their muleteers, and the usual

^lcihan guides. They took their departure late at night
from Nicolosi, so as to ensure reaching the summit of the
mountain by day-break, in order to enjoy the grandeur
of the scene at that particular hour. As they proceeded
the wind rose so violently that the guides, fearing some

mishap, recommended them to retrace their steps, but
the intrepid partv, unwilling to be balked in their in¬
tentions, persisted in proceeding. Soon afterwards the
wind increased, and the mountain began to shake like a

giant arising from his slumber. All of a sudden, when
the party was in a narrow pass, mules and riders, male
and female, conductors and guides, were precipitated to
the ground by an awful blast, and lay rolling over and
over among cinders and ashes, whilst at a spot called
Lolossi, scarce one hundred yards distant from the party,
the mountain opened, and burst out with terrific violence.
the wind keeping pace and apparently struggling which
should roar the loudest. Crawling under a projecting
i iji j

'avft' formation of a former eruption, they
huddled together for protection from the piercingly cold
blast and clouds of acutely sharp dust. The eruption com¬
menced at about 2 A. M.
The flames issned in widely-spread sheets from the

summit, but by far the most fearful eruption took place
at the foot of the cone, at a spot called the Crater Colosi.
This explosion caused the mountain to heave and rock,
and the liquid lava flowed over from the boiling gulf be-
neath.minor craters opening from time to time, and
forming a grand junction, from which huge masses were
thrown up amidst fire and smoke.

Fortunately for the party, the wind blew from them
towards the crater, or they must have been inevitably
suffocated by the snlpurous fumes, and as it was each
moment threatened to be their last. After daybreak
when another terrific explosion and outbreak shook the
lofty mountain to its very centre, the party left their re¬
treat and made their way with difficulty back to Nicolosi.

For several days previously torrents of rain had de¬
scended, and passengers from Messini, by the French
steamer which arrived at Malta on the morning of the
-6th, report that the volcano wm still in activity during
the night of the 24th. ' 6

Distressing Occhrrm,:*..The OoJdsborough (N. C.)
Republican relates a distressing occurrence in that neigh¬
borhood, which caused the death of three persons, the
wife and two daughters of Mr. Joseph Farrell. On
Monday, the <>th instant, Mr. Farrell went out into his corn
field to superintend the fodder-getting, leaving his brandy-
/ih ',a^ been running during the day, in charge

of his wife. During his absence it became necessary to
empty the vessel into which the brandy ran from the
still, an 1 Mrs. F. and her daughter, followed by her child,
attempted to do so, the young lady carrying a candle to
enable them to see. Having emptied the brandy into a
barrel, the young lady lifted up the funnel, and said to
her mother she would touch the candle to it to see the
lirandy burn. At this moment the fumes of the brandy
were escaping from the bung of the barrel, and the burn¬
ing drops falling into it from the funnel, an explosion
followed, which was heard throughout the neighborhood.
Mr. Farrell hastened from the field and found his wife
and children enveloped in flames. The child died almost
instantly ( the young lady at ten o'clock on Wednesday
following, and Mrs. Farrell at four o'clock the same even
ing. Mr Farrell w*s also badly burnt while endeavor¬
ing to extinguish the flames.

CALIFORNIA DESERT.

Prom a letter of a member of the Mexican Boun¬
dary Commission to the Providence Journal we
take the following extract* descriptive of a portion
of the deaert couutry through which they travelled:

./unction of the Gila and Colorado River*, June 13.
It Is only by actual experience that oile can form any

idea of the utter desolation and barrenness of the desert,
extending from the Colorado to the coast range of moun¬
tains. When we crossed it in February last we had no
water for about eighty miles, though now, thanks to the
labors of Capt. Davidson, there is a well opened in the
arroyo of Alamo Mucho, and the longest joumada is forty-
flce or fifty miles. At the few watering places the sup¬
ply scanty, and we were obliged to keep men constant¬
ly at thv weU". dipping up the water as it oozed through
the sand. The water at all the wells is hard and brack¬
ish, and a^mH to create thirst rather than allay it.
There is not a spear of grass for about one hundred miles,
nor any herb age upon which abimals can subsist, save the
foliage and frvot of the metqolt. At present the leaves
are in perfecti on< aQd the animals get tolerable good
browsing, though young beans are too aorid to afford
much nourishment
The intense beat .ren,*ers travel by day almost impos¬sible. We usually at, 'oompllih our march between sun¬

set and eight o'clock in the morning, laying by during the
day, which is almost afc intolerable as travelling; for,
with the mercury rangingt»"om * *20° in our tents,
sleep affords no refreshment, ^ibgmltag! and read-
ing a fatigue. Generally there .

*8 a stro®g breeze, which,
coming from off the heated sands, *)urns an(* parches the
skin, if it does not bring a cloud of »^u8t 10 ^^to the gen¬
eral discomfort.
The Colorado, just below the junction, ruua through a

short canon in a rocky hill, which forms an abrupt pro¬
montory on each sid# of the river. The post 8'tuated
upon the one on the western bank, a most faaiTert,
lorn-looking spot to live in, which must be abo ut equal t<J
exile to Siberia. The officers and men are a* present
living in tents, which are covered with rude ehed^ of
branohes to protect them from the sun. There arO about
two hundred men here, artillery and infantry, and th e postis commanded by Major S. P. Heintzelman. The difficultyof supplying the post with the necessary articles of sub¬sistence prevents the introduction of any thing like lux¬uries, and officers and men are alike confined to soldier's*
fare. The command is to comfortably situated as the na¬
ture of the place and its inaccessibility will allow; but
long deprivation of fresh provisions has filled the hospitalwith scurvy patients, and many of the men were raggedand shoeless. A partially successful attempt has been
made to supply the post by water. A vessel loaded with
supplies was sent up the Gulf of Galifornia and up the
river to within about one hundred miles of the pose, but
the provisions could not be brought in scows, against the
strong current, much faster than the eommand consumed
them. It is now in contemplation to procure a small
steamer to bring up supplies from the Gulf, and probablyless difficulty will be found in maintaining the post. Tbe
eminence upon which the post is situated commands a
view of the junction of the Gila and Colorado, and of the
latter river for a considerable distance. The distant
mountain scenery is peculiar, the peak* assuming singu¬lar shapes, particularly those known as Chimney Rocks
and Capitol Dome. The overflow of the river has com¬
pletely insulated the post, and it is now only approachableby means of boats.

AN INDIAN FIGHT AND A "TREATY OF PEACE "

IN OREGON.

FROM TUE PORTLAND " OREGON'IAN ' OF Al'QU3T 7.
VVe learn from persons just in from Rogue river that

a regular pitched battle was fought a few days ago near
Table Rock, between a large party of Indians and the
Whites. The difficulty grew out of a determination on
the part of " Sam," the war chief, to get possession of a
little child of Dr. Ambrose, formerly of Vancouver,' and
upon refusal of Dr. A. to comply with his wishes, the
chief demanded three beef cattle to be given him, or the
Doctor must leave the valley ; whereupon the Doctor made
the miners at Jacksonville acquainted with the facts and
his situation, who immediatelv formed a company of
seventy-five, marched down to feig Bar, and sent for the
ohief to have a talk and make a treaty. The chief came
over, but declined to enter into any terms, and asked for
a parley until the next day, with the understanding that,
in case he did not come over with his warriors by ten
o'clock, the whites might consider it as a declaration of
war. The chief came over, but nothing definite could be
arranged with him, and, after returning, sent over a partyof his warriors. The whites made prisoners of these In¬
dians as hostages for the good faith of "Sam," the chief.
Soon after, one of the prisoners drew his bow upon one of
tbe whites, and was about to shoot, when the sudden fire
of a miner killed the Indian instantly. A regular engage¬ment immediately followed this event, which lasted about
half an hour, and which resulted in the whites killing all
but three or four of the Indians engaged in the contest.
After this a party of whites, numbering about forty men,marched down to Evans's ferry, attacked a party of Indians
encamped there, killed eleven, and captured three of the
chief's family. The next day two white men and aClick-
atat Indian, who had wandered from the camp, were sur-'rounded by some two hundred Indians. The Clickatat
was shot through the body, But is now recovering. Thethree escaped, after killing several of the "red skins."That night the whites, under the cover of the darkness,surrounded the whole band of Indians in their encamp¬ment, and on the approach of daylight made their appear¬ance. The Indians, finding themselves completely sur¬
rounded, threw away their arms, and upon their knees
begged for quarters. The miners complied, and theywere all marched over to the Indian agency, when JudgeSkinner made a treaty of peace, which was signed by allthe chiefs.

NEWS BY TELEGRAPH.

The Maine Election.
Portland, Sbftkmber 17..In two hundred towns the

vote for Governor stands : Hubbard, Temperance Demo¬
crat, 29,774 ; Chandler, Anti, 16,164; Crosbt, Whig,
20,614; majority against Hubbard, 7,004. The Senate
stands: Whigs 14, Democrats 8, no choice 9. House:
Whigs 67, Democrats 84. The vacancies in the Senate
are filled by the vote of the two Houses in joint con¬
vention.
We have the following returns for Congress, compared

with the election of 1848, when the Democrats had 5,181
plurality upon the Congressional vote:

1852. 1848.
»Whig. Dem. Whig. DeoK

1st District 3,16< 4,126 2,487 C.9032d " 8,808 4,217 2,298 .1,6043d " 4,221 2,871 3,674 2,0614th " 4,668 6,707 4,568 7,851
5th " 3,282 2,280 2,286 2,2966th « 981 981 806 970

20,082 20,682 16,054 19,185
20.082 16,054

Dem. maj 600 Dem. tnaj 3,181
Whig gain .2.581

These returns comprise about one-half the State. In
the fourth and fifth districts two Democratic candidates
ran, and the vote of both is included in the above table.
The vote polled is large.

Gen. Scott at Ilarruburg.
Harrisburo, September 16..Gen. Soorr arrived here

to-day from Baltimore, and dined at the Railroad Hotel.
Gov. Bkji.f.r and the Heads of the Departments, and a
large number of citizens called upon him. The General
thnnked them in a few pertinent remarks for tbe kind at¬
tention paid him. At two o'clock he took the cars for
Pittsburgh, where he makes a brief stay. Notwithstand¬
ing that his visit was unexpected, and that about sixhundred Whigs had left this neighborhood for the meet¬
ing at Lancaster, there was a very large gathering to
greet the old hero of an hundred battles, and loud and
long were the enthusiastic oheers with which they wel¬comed him to the capital of the old Keystone State.

Arrest of Anti-Renters.
Ai.bant. Ski'Tkmbkr 17..Nine Anti-Renters have beenarrested on suspicion of being engaged in the recent out¬

rage on Shaw's premises.
Thr Baltimore Market.

Baltimore, Srvtemiikr 17..Business continues steady,though breadstuff's are dull. Sales to-day of only 300bhls. Howard street at $4.18, more than which cannotlie had; some offer only$4.12|. City Mills held at $4.25.Rye flour $4. Corn meal $3.50 per bbl. Grain dull.
Sales of red wheat at 86 a 90: white do. 92 a 100; white
oorn 62 a 03 ; yellow 67 a 68. Oats 80 a 34. Rye 66 a
70; Hover seed $5 a $5.25. Timothy seed advanced to
$3 a $3.25 per bushel. Flaxseed $1.25. Provisions
dull, sales small, prices unchanged. Groceries steady.
Rio coffee 8j( a 9j. Whiskey 24 a 24J to 25 in hhds. and
bbls. Tobacco continues very firm, sales of some 1,400
hhds. Md. and 300 Ohio at full prices of last week, with
an improving tendency. Demand active. The week's
inspections are 1,089 hhds. Md. and 850 do. Ohio; in all,
1,930 hhds. The stock market firm Prices steady.
Money very easy. Banks discount freely.
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